                             Biodiversity Mini-assignment[image: ]

Name: ______________	       Date: _______________    #: ____

David Suzuki’s video “Why Biodiversity Matters”.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5ssjM2Fjuc

Define
Biodiversity: ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Ecosystems: ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Wonderings: __________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now that you have seen the short video, we are going to examine the biodiversity of our local area, Markham, in more depth.  Each of you will choose a different native tree species AND native animal to examine in more depth.  Through learning about the different diversity of species in our local area, we will be better able to see how they are interrelated.



Start HERE for native animals species!

http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-facts/animals.asp?region=ont
http://www.discover-southern-ontario.com/Canadian-animals.html

Start HERE for native tree species!

http://www.ontariotrees.com/main/alien_native.php?type=N
http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/tree-atlas
http://www.earthdesign.ca/nati.html






Narrow down your choice - you may not choose a tree species or animals species that someone else has chosen so check the list carefully!

	Possible animal choices:











	Possible tree choices:

	Approved:
	Approved:



Conduct Research!

	TREES
	ANIMALS

	Name and pictures
	Name and pictures

	What are the distinctive features of your tree?  ie: height, colour, size, shape  
	What are the characteristics of your animal?
ie: colour, size, diet, habitat

	Leaf shape, colour, size
	Where does it live?  Where is it found?

	Seed shape, amount produced, when does it ‘go to seed’?
	How often does it reproduce?  How many babies are produced?

	Are there pests associated with this type of tree?  Is is susceptible to diseases?
	What is the status of the species?  ie:  endangered

	Life span
	Life span

	What can it be used for?
	What other species does it interact with?

	What is its role in the ecosystem?
	What is its role in the ecosystem?

	Does it have any special features?
ie:  white bark, sap creates maple syrup
	Does it have any special features?



PUBLISH!
Take all of the information that you have gathered and create a fact file page for each of them.  Present this information with both sheets glued to a half bristol board.




Biodiversity - Mini-assignment - RUBRIC

Name: ________________________	#:______	Date: __________________

Plant: _______________________________	Animal: ____________________________


	Expectations
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	I have identified and described characteristics of plants and animals
	I have provided basic information about the characteristics of one or more trees or animals who are not native to Southern Ontario.
	I have provided some information about a tree and animal native to Southern Ontario.
	I have provided all required information about a tree and animal species Native to Southern Ontario.
	I have extended beyond the required information about a tree and animal species Native to Southern Ontario.

	I have used scientific research skills
	I have plagiarized portions of the work and need to paraphrase research found.
	I have used appropriate texts to locate research information.
	I have used a variety of appropriate texts for research purposes.
	I have used a wide variety of appropriate texts for research and extended beyond the expectations.

	I have used appropriate science terminology
	I have used basic terminology.
	I have used some scientific terminology found in my research.
	I have appropriate used scientific terminology specific to biodiversity.
	I have used high level scientific terminology specific to biodiversity of plants and animals.

	I have communicated my knowledge using writing and graphics
	My writing requires further detail and/or organization.  

I have included minimal or no graphics.
	My writing has some detail and may require further attention to organization of information.  

I have included some graphics but they may lack organization and/or there may be far too many graphics..
	My writing has sufficient detail and is well organized using some titles/subtitles.

My graphics add to the quality and understanding of my research.
	My writing is detailed and very well organized using titles and subtitles appropriately.

My graphics are interesting, creative and enhance the overall understanding of my research.
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